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A stateless cord management device for storage and deploy-
ment of a cord, cable, or wire comprises a body having a
sidewall with oppositely disposed open ends. A channel is at
least partially defined by the sidewall and disposed there-
through between the oppositely disposed open ends. An
access opening extends longitudinally along and through the
sidewall between the oppositely disposed open ends of the
sidewall. The access opening is at least partially defined by
cooperatively disposed and abutting free ends of the sidewall,
the free ends being at least partially separable from one
another permitting access into the channel.

9 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
STATELESS CORD MANAGEMENT DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is directed to a device for the man-
agement of a variety of cables, cords, and/or wires, wherein
the device remains in substantially the same physical state
whether storing or deploying a cord, or as releasably attached
to the same during use.

2. Description of the Related Art

Headphones, cables, and power cords are common in
today’s portable environment for a wide range of mobile
devices including music players, laptops, tablet computers,
smart phones, wearable electronics, etc. The storage and
transport of the cords and wires by a user prove to be prob-
lematic, particularly when multiple cords are stored together
and become entangled with one another.

Current cable or cord management devices are difficult to
use and generally require a user to keep track of an additional
component, such as a headphone case or cord winder. Head-
phone cases require a user to bunch up the cables in order to
mold and conform to a case, however, the case does not
prevent snags or tangles of the cable. Cord winders allow a
user to wind a cord while avoiding tangles, but they generally
offer no easy way of removing the bulk of the cord for opera-
tion, nor do they remain attached to the cord when it is in use.
Thus, cord winders are easily misplaced, left behind, or even
lost, and are therefore often unavailable when needed after
use of a device.

As such, there is a need for an improved cord management
device, while overcoming disadvantages and problems of the
type set forth above. Moreover, an improved and proposed
cord management device can incorporate a variety of unique
structural and operative features which may be pleasing to the
consuming public and which can be produced at a reasonable
cost. Such an improved cord management device may facili-
tate the ease of winding or unwinding of the cord to a desired
length during use, as well as the bulk removal ofthe cord from
the device, and has the ability to remain attached to at least a
portion of a cable or cord during use in an unobtrusive man-
ner. In addition, such an improved cord management device
can include printed or otherwise formed indicia disposed
thereon in an observable location, and serving as an added
decorative feature and/or as an advertising and marketing
tool.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a stateless cord man-
agement device. The device allows attachment to at least a
portion of a cord, facilitates the ease of winding or unwinding
the cord to a desired length during use, as well as the bulk
removal of the cord from the device.

A stateless cord management device may be of a singular,
integral construction in at least one embodiment. Unlike
known cord management devices, the present stateless cord
management device does not require the fabrication of mul-
tiple, discrete components, nor does it require assembly of
such components in an assembly process.

More in particular, in at least one embodiment, a stateless
cord management device in accordance with the present
invention generally comprises a body having a sidewall with
oppositely disposed open ends, the sidewall defining a chan-
nel therethrough. The sidewall further comprises abutting
free ends which are cooperatively structured to at least par-
tially define an access opening into the channel.
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The body may comprise any of a number of geometric
configurations including, but in no manner limited to, trian-
gular, tetragonal, cylindrical, etc. In other embodiments, the
body may comprise a spherical, cubic, or tubular configura-
tion.

In at least one embodiment, the channel is at least partially
defined by the sidewall and is disposed therethrough between
the oppositely disposed open ends. The channel is dimen-
sioned to retain at least a portion of the cord therein.

An access opening extends longitudinally along and
through the sidewall, and in at least one embodiment, is
disposed between the oppositely disposed open ends. In one
further embodiment, the access opening is at least partially
defined by cooperatively structured abutting free ends to per-
mit access into the channel. The cooperatively structured
abutting free ends are structured of a resilient material, in at
least once embodiment, such that the access opening is nor-
mally biased into a closed configuration in order to retain a
portion of the cord within the channel. Further, when winding
or unwinding the cord, the abutting free ends of the access
opening separate from one enough a sufficient distance to
allow the cord to enter or exit the channel through the access
opening, when external force is applied by the cord. In at least
one further embodiment, the sidewall is sufficiently flexible
to allow for the bulk removal or the removal of a cord from the
channel through the access opening.

At least one embodiment of the present invention com-
prises a retention assembly to facilitate receipt and retention
of at least one end of a cord therein. The retention assembly
comprises at least one retaining slit through at least a portion
of the sidewall. The retention assembly allows the stateless
cord management device to be releasably attached to a por-
tion of a cord, and to retain the cord management device to a
portion of the cord, regardless of whether the cord is stored or
deployed, thereby alleviating the need to keep track of an
additional and separate storage component.

The sidewall comprises at least one notch proximate one of
the open ends in aligned relation to the access opening, in at
least one embodiment of the present invention. The notch
facilitates receipt of a portion of a cord and passage of at least
the portion of the cord through the access opening into the
channel. In at least one embodiment, the sidewall comprises
a first notch proximate a first open end, and a second notch is
proximate a second open end, both the first notch and the
second notch disposed in an aligned relation with the access
opening. The notch or notches in this embodiment facilitate
receipt of a cord during a winding operation for storage or to
adjust its length during use.

At least one display area is formed on the body in at least
one embodiment of the present invention. The display area
may comprise design indicia such as, but not limited to, logos,
graphics, text, symbols and characters, or any combinations
thereof. The display area may be formed on the interior or
exterior of the body. A plurality of display areas may be
formed along the body, in at least one embodiment.

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become clearer when the drawings as
well as the detailed description are taken into consideration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the nature of the present
invention, reference should be had to the following detailed
description taken in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings in which:
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FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of one illustrative
embodiment of a stateless cord management device in accor-
dance with the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view of the illustrative embodi-
ment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the illustrative embodiment
of FIG. 1 having one end of a cord releasably retained by a
retention assembly.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the illustrative embodiment
of FIG. 1 having a portion of a cord retained within a channel.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating the use of one
embodiment of a stateless cord management device in accor-
dance with the present invention.

Like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the
several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As stated above, the present invention is directed to a
stateless cord management device for storage and deploy-
ment of a cord, generally shown as 100 in the accompanying
figures.

FIGS. 1 presents a front perspective view of one illustrative
embodiment of a stateless cord management device 100 for
storage and deployment of a cord in accordance with the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the stateless cord
management device 100 comprises a body 101 having a side-
wall 110 with oppositely disposed open ends, namely, first
open end 111 and second open end 113.

In the embodiments shown in the accompanying figures,
the sidewall 110 comprises a substantially cylindrical con-
figuration at least partially defined by a circumference 110'.
Of course, it is within the scope and intent of the present
invention for the sidewall 110 to comprise any of a number of
other geometric configurations including, but in no manner
limited to, polygonal, spherical, cubic, tubular, oval, ellipti-
cal, etc.

As shown in FIG. 1, in at least one embodiment, a channel
115 is at least partially defined by the sidewall 110 and is
disposed therethrough between the oppositely disposed open
ends 111 and 113. The channel 115 is dimensioned to retain
at least a portion of a cord 201 therein, as illustrated in the
embodiment of FIG. 3.

As illustrated best in FIG. 1, an access opening 140 is
disposed between the oppositely disposed first open end 111
and second open end 113, and extends longitudinally along
and through the body 101. The access opening 140 is at least
partially defined by cooperatively structured abutting free
ends 116 and 117 of the sidewall 110, as shown in FIG. 2. As
further illustrated in FIG. 2, the abutting free ends 116 and
117 are at least partially separable from one another to permit
access into the channel 115 by a cord.

In at least one embodiment, the access opening 140 will
retain a normally closed configuration as shown best in FIGS.
1 and 4. Accordingly, separation of the abutting free ends 116
and 117 will occurs only upon an exertion of external force, in
at least one embodiment, such as when a cord is wound or
unwound through the access opening 140.

In at least one embodiment, the sidewall 110 is formed
from a flexible material to permit the abutting free ends 116
and 117 to be easily separable from one another to permit
access into the channel 115 by a portion of the cord 201. In at
least one further embodiment the sidewall 110 comprises a
material of construction which is sufficiently resilient to bias
the access opening 140 into a normally closed configuration,
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such as is shown in FIGS. 1 and 4, in order to retain storage at
least a portion of a cord 201 within the retention channel 115,
such as is shown in FIG. 4.

As shown in FIG. 3, the sidewall 110 comprises a retention
assembly 118 in atleast one embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The retention assembly 118 facilitates receipt and reten-
tion of at least a portion of a cord 201 therein. The retention
assembly 118, in at least one embodiment, comprises at least
one retaining slit 120 through at least a portion of the sidewall
110. In the embodiment of FI1G. 3, a headphone connector 203
and a portion of a cord 201 is passed through a pair of
retaining slits 120 and 130, thereby retaining a portion of the
cord 201 therein. The retaining slits 120 and 130 may be
disposed proximate the open ends 112 and 113, as shown in
the embodiment of FIG. 3, however, it is understood to be
within the scope of the present invention for other embodi-
ments to comprise one or more retaining slit 120, 130 through
other portions of a sidewall 110.

Furthermore, the retaining slits 120, 130 may be disposed
longitudinally, latitudinally, diagonally, etc., relative to the
sidewall 110. In yet another embodiment, the retaining slits
120, 130 comprise an overlying configuration, for example, a
cross or an “X” configuration.

At least one notch is formed in a sidewall 110 of the body
101 of a stateless cord management device 100 in accordance
with at least one embodiment of the present invention. L.ook-
ing again to the illustrative embodiment of FIG. 1, a first notch
112 is formed proximate first open end 111, and the first notch
112 is disposed in an aligned relation to access opening 140.
The first notch 112 facilitates receipt of a portion ofa cord 201
and passage of at least the portion of the cord through the
access opening 140 into the channel 115. In addition, the
illustrative embodiment of FIG. 1 comprises a second notch
114 proximate the second open end 113, and also in aligned
relation with the access opening 140. The first notch 112 and
the second notch 114 cooperatively facilitate receipt of a
portion of a cord at each of the first notch 112 and the second
notch 114, and passage of at least a portion of the cord through
the access opening 140 into the channel 115. This increases
the ease of winding a cord 201 onto a stateless cord manage-
ment device 110 for storage, as shown in FIG. 5, or to adjust
its length during use.

At least one display area 150 may be formed on the body
101 of a stateless cord management device 100 in accordance
with the present invention. A display area 150 comprises
design indicia such as but not limited to logos, graphics, text,
symbols and characters, or any combinations thereof. The
display area 150 is visible along at least a portion of the body
101, in some embodiments, and in other embodiments, the
display area 150 comprise substantially the entire surface of
the body 101. A plurality of display areas 150 may also be
employed, each display area 150 being visible along a differ-
ent corresponding portion of the body 101. In at least one
embodiment, such as is shown in FIG. 2, the display area 150
serves advertising or marketing purposes. In at least one
further embodiment, custom design indicia is incorporated
onto the display area 150.

Operation of one embodiment of a stateless cord manage-
ment device 100 in accordance with the present invention is
illustrated in FIGS. 3 through 5. In FIG. 3, one end of a pair of
headphones, such as a headphone connector 203, is inserted
through retaining slits 130 and 120. The retaining slits 130,
120 in this embodiment are disposed along and through at
least a portion of the sidewall 110 along a circumference 110"
thereof. In at least one embodiment, the retaining slits 120,
130 are disposed through a majority of the sidewall 110 to
allow the sidewall 110 to be easily bent to facilitate opening
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and insertion of cord, wire, or cable, such as a headphone
connector 203 and at least a portion of a cord 201, through
retaining slits 120, 130. The remainder of the cord 201 may
then be wound into the channel 115 for storage, such as is
shown in FIG. 4. The cord 201 may be selectively wound to
shorten the cord 201 length, or unwound to extend the cord
201 length available during use. This, for instance, allows a
user to adjust a cord 201 to the desired length during use. For
storage, portions of the cord 201 are wound through the
access opening 140 into the channel 115. As shown in the
embodiment of FIG. 4, when the cord 201 is wound into
channel 115, the ear buds 202 becomes proximately disposed
to the body 101 of the cordless management device 100. As
will be appreciated, the present stateless cord management
device facilitates storage and transit of a pair of portable
headphones with ease, while reducing the possibility of tan-
gling of the cord 201.

In at least one embodiment, a stateless cord management
device 100 in accordance with the present invention com-
prises a unitary construction. Further, a body 101 in accor-
dance with at least one embodiment of the present invention
is at least partially formed of a flexible material to allow
access into the channel 115 through the access opening 140,
upon the application of external force when a cord 201 is
being wound onto or unwound form the channel 115. A flex-
ible or resilient material of construction of the body 101
and/or sidewall 110 retains the access opening 140 in a closed
configuration when no external force is applied, as illustrated
in FIG. 1. The body 101 of the present invention may further
be formed of a light weight material to facilitate wear ability.

In at least one embodiment, a stateless cord management
device 100 in accordance with the present invention com-
prises a vinyl tubing material of construction. The vinyl tub-
ing, in at least one embodiment, comprises an outside diam-
eter of about one-half inch and an inside diameter of about
three-eighths inch for the retention of portable headphone
cables. Alternate embodiments may comprise other flexible
and/or resilient materials such as latex, rubber, plastic, etc.
Further, the outside and inside diameters of any of the appro-
priate materials may comprise other dimensions for other
embodiments, such as the retention of phone cords, power
adapters, communication cables such as USB, Ethernet,
HDMLI, as well as other cords and wires of various sizes and
lengths.

Since many modifications, variations and changes in detail
can be made to the described preferred embodiment of the
invention, it is intended that all matters in the foregoing
description and shown in the accompanying drawings be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. Thus, the
scope of the invention should be determined by the appended
claims and their legal equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A stateless cord management device for storage and
deployment of a cord, said device comprising:

abody comprising a sidewall having a first open end and a

second open end, said first open end and said second
open end being oppositely disposed from one another,
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a channel at least partially defined by said sidewall and
disposed therethrough between said first open end and
second open end,

an access opening extending longitudinally along and
through said sidewall between said first open end and
said second open end,

said access opening is at least partially defined by coop-
eratively disposed and abutting free ends ofthe sidewall,
said free ends being at least partially separable from one
another permitting access into said channel,

said sidewall comprises a first notch proximate said first
open end and in an aligned relation with a portion of said
access opening,

said sidewall further comprises a second notch proximate
said second open end in aligned relation with said access
opening, and

a retention assembly to facilitate receipt and retention of at
least one end of the cord therein.

2. The device as recited in claim 1 wherein each of'said first
notch and said second notch facilitate receipt of a portion of
the cord therein and passage of at least the portion of the cord
through said access opening and into said channel.

3. The device as recited in claim 1 wherein said retention
assembly comprises a first retaining slit through at least a
portion of said sidewall.

4. The device as recited in claim 3 wherein said retention
assembly further comprises a second retaining slit through at
least a different portion of said sidewall.

5. The device as recited in claim 1 wherein said body is at
least partially formed of a flexible material.

6. The device as recited in claim 1 wherein said body
further comprises at least one display area.

7. A stateless cord management device for storage and
deployment of a cord, said device comprising:

a body comprising a sidewall having a first open end and a
second open end, said first open end and said second
open end being oppositely disposed from one another,

a channel at least partially defined by said sidewall and
disposed therethrough between said first open end and
second open end,

an access opening extending longitudinally along and
through said sidewall between said first open end and
said second open end,

said access opening is at least partially defined by coop-
eratively disposed and abutting free ends ofthe sidewall,
said free ends being at least partially separable from one
another permitting access into said channel, and

a retention assembly to facilitate receipt and retention of at
least one end of the cord therein, wherein said retention
assembly comprises a first retaining slit through at least
a portion of said sidewall and a second retaining slit
through at least a different portion of said sidewall.

8. The device as recited in claim 7 wherein said body is at

least partially formed of a flexible material.

9. The device as recited in claim 7 wherein said body
further comprises at least one display area.
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